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OUR TWO CLASSES MEDICAL LIBRARIES, AND 
THEIR VARIOUS RELATIONS.* 


Doubtless the casual observer all medical libraries look alike, 
except size and externals. Yet often tacitly recognized 
that they differ scope and character; and this point has even been 
considered times the development the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation. fair understanding these differences and their bearing 
library management can but contribute the success the Asso- 
ciation and its discussions. 

least certain that this merits attention; 
and that too the natural result that confusion 
and criticism are invited. 

Medical libraries, least this country, offer certain points 
permitting their convenient grouping under 
The Institutional Special Limited Class; II. The General 
Medical Library Class. 

Class includes the hospital, staff, medical-college, laboratory, 
special, and so-called libraries. 

Class ineludes the district, county-society, academy, and 
general medical those aiming general character 
for the whole profession their region. 

Some the differential marks the two classes are immediate 
interest, while others are only remotely so. few will specified. 

Library here expresses 
and not Each class has problems its own, though those 
Class appear have the wider and more general 
cussion many questions those one class can have but slight 
bearing for those the other class; although there are also many 
questions common interest. 

Size:—This but partially distinguishing feature 
type, although the largest our medical libraries are the Class. 
The strictly private medical library apt relatively small, 
practically and for most purposes falling under the Institutional Class. 


*Based partly remarks discussion the Atlantic City Meeting the Medical Library 


Association, June 23, 1914. 
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this not important difference the moment, 
those Class are rarely open except day, while those Class 
have cater evening well day patrons. 

class medical library has own field 
usefulness. Neither can really take the place the other; though 
times where one wanting, the other may try act 
substitute and courtesy offer its facilities for both purposes. 

The former New York Hospital Library might have continued 
indefinitely, had sought only what its name 
was beautiful collection comprising large slice the choicest 
medical literature the time, admirably manned, and perfectly suited 
hospital purposes. But went down competitor the modern 
general library developed the Academy Medicine. 

Sources library Class has assured income, 
not necessarily large may desired (that status unknown), 
but least with fixed sources support lines along which all 

Class the contrary must ever the lookout for increased 
backing extension its lines support. 

fully endowed medical library imaginable. But that 
happy time comes, then either the collection will remain naturally 
one the other class some modified grouping can recognized. 

library (so far able fit itself so) supply anything 
its line that called for; and the extent that fails so, 
that extent falls short its program, ‘This principle too clear 
and too well settled admit any question. The only limit 
desirability material the limit what produced the 
library’s ability get and house it. 

The that medical libraries spite themselves become 
censors what should admitted their shelves can not apply 
the general class. Any such antique sentiment revamped will how- 
ever doubtless find echoers. And harm will come from the increasing 
trouble causes those whose labor upholding our libraries 
enough now. One way meet this recognize that the 
particular libraries where this permissible are those Class 
where the ideal each can adapted its individual field. This 
class might termed the parlor limited, that decides from its 
own fancy what and what not desirable material. 

The Open-Door Policy: the question making medical 
library throwing open the general public for consulta- 
tion, the class division here made brings clearness policy. 


library, Class II, that must gain its support from any and 
all possible sources should always careful adopt policy every 
respect the most liberal. time aid comes from many unforseen 
sources. Furthermore, represents the liberal side the community, 
and should comport itself accordingly. Then there 
modern workers who can attracted consult it,—social, eugenic, 
psychological, statistical, editorial, and other like students,—and 
whose sympathetic support turns material.advantage. 

The added cost such open policy proves negligible item. 
The number consultants thus added proportionately small 
bring increase expense. Practically courtesy that costs 
you nothing. 

The fear however sometimes expressed that medical library 
conducted open and free institution, many non-members will 
avail themselves (dead heads), and the library thus deprived 


potential support. Practically and the long run works out 


just the other way. occasional young struggling practitioner 
does make use nobody harmed, and good even accomplished. 
the other hand those able pay make such free use it, 
not long before they gladly come and share. Medical men 
appears are not prone shirk strong claim. ‘This policy has 
proven exceedingly advantageous from even the narrowest point 
view. the accepted policy most not all the larger medical 
libraries the country, and such likewise should appeal 
common principle. 

There need little fear that library this kind wiil used 
for obscene lascivious purposes. For that matter, such con- 
tingency should arise, little diplomacy can readily correct the situa- 
tion. Children and unattended vouth need course not supplied 
with this class literature. And very rare that any check 
necessary. recall request once lawyer who was trying 
work case against one our supporting members; this seemed 
suitable occasion for little tact,—-and amusement the visitor’s 
cheek. 

With regard Class this question open door less material. 
outsider, even physican, usually permitted access such 
collection without permit; and this gives its guardian opportunity 
decide each application according circumstances. other 
words not matter necessarily established policy isin 

questions ordinary liberality and good policy 
are not sufficient decide the matter accessibility the general 
public, then self interest several ways should come save the 


situation. And here one the most weighty considerations that 
time arises that taxation. least three the largest medical 
libraries the country have found this serious matter. ‘The 
decision with the authorities that grant exemption hinges 
whether not the library really open and free the public. 

The small beginning medical library may think has 
library that class, then never too early decide this possi- 
bility. your record that helps when the matter up, and not 
what you suddenly spasmodically espouse. 

This question affects Class much less not 
that class are either free because they are part hospital like 
institution, or, distinctly private, they cannot expect such favors. 

are doubtless other features medical libraries that might 
profitably contrasted. briefly suffice show that 
there are distinctions between these two types, and that the subject 
has wide and practical interest. 


THE ORGANIZATION THE SCHUYLKILL COUNTY 
MEDICAL LIBRARY.* 


GOUVERNEUR BOYER, D., Pottsville, Pa. 


excuse for presenting this account the Schuylkill County 
Medical Library Association place before you the fact that 
medical library can started and maintained small community 
the absence any general desire the part the profession, and 
with surprisingly small amount financial support. 

Schuylkill County, Pa., has population 120,000, Pottsville, 
the county seat, has 20,000, and the whole area within radius 
five miles has are 150 physicians the county, 
Pottsville, and within the five-mile radius. County 
Medical Society 120), County Homeopathic Medical 
Society 30), and Schuylkill County Dental Society. 

This gives you, think, full statement the working basis. 
years ago, Dr. Corson, then President the County Medical 
Society, invited some the physicians presumably interested the 
literary and side medical practice, constitute 


before the Medical Library Association, 22, 


committee consider the possibility establishing medical 
library. (No question the advisability this step has arisen 
any time.) 

The first step was naturally find out how medical libraries 
were conducted elsewhere. addressed The Surgeon General’s 
Library and received material help from it, received from con- 
siderable literature the subject, giving idea the methods and 
expenses other small libraries. were especially impressed with 
Dr. Spivak’s* plan adding the working value small library 
cataloguing the private libraries the local physicians. have 
followed this plan far possible adding our own usefulness. 

account the small number physicians from whom our 
support must drawn, and the looseness with which they were 
organized, thought improbable that the library would receive 
united support from any society, and the self-constituted committee 
drew tentative plan organization for Library Association, 
follows:— 

Membership was open the physicians and dentists the 
county, the payment annual dues the Library Association; 
the affairs the Association administered board trustees, 
three whom were elected each the societies have 
named. ‘The membership dues were first fixed ten dollars for 
physicians within five miles Pottsville, five dollars for physicians 
outside five miles, and for dentists, one-half these sums. Later 
the five-mile proviso was withdrawn, and the local district confined 
the town only. 

Let say that think the organization this form proper 
only when the County Medical Society not strong enough carry 
it. Any small medical library should financed and managed the 
Medical Society; and while access its shelves should 
given every physician its territory, should not forming 
separate Library Association, but some other way. 

the meeting the Schuylkill County Medical Society 
March 1912, there were present invitation the members the 
Homeopathic and the Dental Societies. Dr. James Anders 
addressed the meeting the desirability medical library, and 
committee presented budget which seemed represent the lowest 
figures which library, started, could held together. 
figures were 


*Spivak: How Every Town May Secure Medical Library. Medical News, New York, 
443. 
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Rent room.. 

Light and cleaning 
Librarian (part time) 
Periodicals...... 


Additional requirement, the first year, 
bind periodicals and collate material 


The prospect securing annual income $384 did not 
appear very bright, and has, fact, not been realized. spite 
this, our library operation, nearly solvent, and far better 
library than any private collection the vicinity. 

Our income for the first year was about one hundred and ninety 
dollars; for the second, one hundred and forty dollars. Our largest 
membership any time was twenty-seven. 

For the first few months, room was rented private house 
$10 month, shelves erected, and the collection material started. 
The material consisted the private collections two physicians 
recently dead, and bound and unbound journals and books contri- 
buted members. During the first year received third private 
collection; and about thirty current text-books from the authors. 
the end the first year the library was moved from the third floor 
gallery surrounding the lobby. Sixty dollars year paid for the 
space, and book case. 

account our small means, attempt has been made buy 
books. have begged without shame, many you know. 
are indebted for material this Association, the Luzerne County 
Society, and Dr. Lewis Taylor, Wilkes-Barre, and many 
writers who have contributed their texts and reprints. have 
subscribed dozen journals, and receive from our members the 
current numbers twenty more. have now the shelves, 
seven hundred bound volumes, one hundred unbound but complete 
volumes journals, and nearly thousand pamphlets. Further, 
have subject our call, the hands the owners, large number 
files journals, awaiting our ability take care them. 
volumes our cases are arranged the subject-classification 
described Charles Fisher, the Bulletin this Association, 
for October 1911; and each class arrange alphabetically authors, 
the end. 


| 
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view the fact that most the local physicians are unused 
the use library, was thought neccessary make dictionary 
index, complete possible. Our books are indexed author and 
subject, and each article the bound periodicals. The 
dictionary index aiso incorporates the Union Catalogue the private 
collections listed for this purpose, and these cards are distinguished 
Some three hundred volumes are added the catalogue this plan. 

While our size and resources may seem trifling you, accustomed 
much larger collections, wish lay stress the fact that they 
are very much better, and more available, than any other collection 
the locality. Our library holds the only considerable files periodi- 
cals the neighborhood, and these are mostly recent, and fully 
indexed single index. regard this indexing the most im- 
portant feature our work, for busy general practitioner cannot 
search for his references, but must satisfied with what can locate 
quickly. applies with most force current periodical literature. 

Our index was made Dr. Corson’s secretary, under 
direction. would strongly advise any other small library the 
start, not depend unskilled supervision, but employ trained 
librarian collate the material gathered, and set the library 
operation. For small collections, this would very inexpensive, and 
would pay for itself simply the earlier opening the library for use. 


Since the purpose this paper show how little money 
absolutely necessary start small library, let list for you what 
our actual expenditures have been for the two years:— 


Income 
Rent $117.50 
35.75 
Indexing 62.96 
Printing and 
Shelving, gas fitting and 
oue book-case 47.23 
Freight and 7.25 


Library 10.00 
$302.67 


have present healthy deficit some fifty dollars. 
are little embarrassed being unable the present time accept 
very generous offer large number journals, conditioned 
our binding them. Our next year’s dues will largely used 
providing additional shelves for the material now hand but not 
arranged. 


Our chief difficulty with the indifference the large majority 


the physicians the value this library. our idea, however, 


that can show our ability deliver the money’s 
worth, that further support will easily provided for. for the 
purpose showing what meager support start can made that 
have ventured take little your time. 


WHAT MEDICAL LIBRARY CAN ACCOMPLISH 
SMALL TOWN.* 


BULETTE, D., Pueblo, Colorado. 
Librarian the Pueblo County Medical Society. 


The writer reluctantly obliged inject some personalities into 
this paper, order best elucidate the subject. 

Coming Colorado 1894, fresh from Philadelphia, with its 
medical environments. and great medical library, although possessing 
good working library own, yet felt the need reference 
books and medical journals, which longed for, and could not buy. 
began talk with newly made medical friends about starting 
reference medical library, and after nearly two years talking, every 
time could get fellow listen, both the County Society and 
out; finally, one meeting night, desperation, said, you fellows 
don’t help start start myself, because I've talked 
long enough about it;’’ they sat up, and heard plans, and one fel- 
low said, give you ten dollars, now get the rest chip and 
few days, had collected one hundred and sixty 
dollars, and reported progress the next meeting: was duly elected 
librarian, and turned loose unsuspecting public. 

spent the money subscribed very promptly, the purchase 
books, and subscribed several Medical Journals, then begged 
donation from the Denver Medical Library, Lippincott Co., Lea 
Bros. Co., Saunders Co., Davis Co,. and the New 
Academy Medicine. always paid the freight the books 
from the East Pueblo out own pocket; then purchased 
more books, and ran the Society into debt nearly two hundred dollars, 
then they (the fellows) wakened again, and after saying some 
uncomplimentary things about me, chipped and paid the bill. 

good friend Dr. George Gould told about the Medical 
Library Association, and became charter member for the Pueblo 
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Co. Medical Society, and paid the annual dues for several years, then 
the members took pity me, and ordered the dues paid out the 
Society Treasury. 

have advocated all these years the placing the library 
permanent place where the Society meets for its deliberations, and 
most the time the books have been kept: the constant associ- 
ation with books will create desire for study and reading the 
dullest person: man subject his environments, 
something from even looking the titles books their backs. 

All the members admit that our library has done more promote 
friendly, professional spirit amongst the physicians Pueblo Co. 
than any other one thing, has been the greatest help bringing 
men into the Society; join, have fairly good reference 
library, most all the leading Medical Journals, you can have full 
them;’’ all but three four men the county are now 
members the Society; stand unit every subject that 
affects the sanitation and health the County, have the best milk 
supply the State, because insist that the dairymen follow the 
city ordinances, too, with every place where food any kind 
sold, recently caused the city fathers establish bacterologic 
laboratory and employ competent man supervise the work and 
devote his entire time it. 

have done many other things for the City and County, which 
cannot take time mention here, and which are lasting monu- 
ment the splendid spirit unity thought and action, when the 
betterment the people was concerned. 

co-operate with other every way which tends the 
uplifting and betterment the profession, and there harmoniotis 
spirit fellowship. 

Society has just taken long lease suite rooms, which 
will the permanent home the Library, which has grown néarly 
4,000 volumes, also will shortly install phonograph, with clini- 
cal lecture course cylinders, some the best men the United 
States, and expect great things from this matter interest and 
attendance, will also add the Southworth Co.’s. Stereo-Clinics. 

This little has been accomplished few years, yet has taken 
the hardest kind work, persistency, and never letting job, 
which the heart the writer was constantly pulsating the 
interest Medical and helping his brother doctor become 
better doctor, and his part for the uplifting Humanity. 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


probably will not necessary urge the attendance the 

meeting those who had the pleasure being present Atlantic 
City last year; but for those who not know what store for 
them, heartily urge that they make especial effort get 
Washington May 10th, which day there will afternoon 
and evening session great interest, that the Medical Library 
Association. 
hope that addition the program which have already 
arranged there will papers some the other members, and 
ask this time that anyone wishing contribute paper for the 
meeting will notify once. 

The meeting will presided over Lieutenant-Colonel 
McCulloch, Jr., the librarian the Surgeon-General’s library, who 
will also give address topic importance librarians and those 
interested books. Part the meeting will devoted the con- 
sideration some technical subject, and present the plan 
have talk, and later discussion, the subject library bindings, 
topic upon which each member should able contribute certain 
amount experience and advice. will ample room the 
program for number papers, and are particularly anxious 
have these contributed the working librarians, and 


practical import. would that some very short papers 
prepared topics which interest the writer, and these are sure 
start discussion. 

Further details the meeting and general information will 
forwarded each member due time. 


FEW APPRECIATIONS. 


Academy Medicine, library committee 
desires thank you for your very welcome donation our 
library. had trouble getting the books throygh the customs 
after the receipt your invoice.’’: 


Cincinnati General Hospital. Medical Library. letter 
March 15th, and the Bulletin the Medical Library Association 
containing the classification used the Library the College 
Physicians, Philadelphia, have been received. thank you for send- 
ing the Bulletin, also for all the information you gave concerning the 
methods you 


Cleveland Medical Library Association. you for the 
package journals from the exchange, they arrived due time and 
good 


Georgia Medical Society Library. very much appreciate 
the help which receive our work, and remember gratefully the 
many courtesies have received. Our success has been much 
greater than have ever dared hope, and sure that this due 
largely the co-operation that the Medical Exchange has 
Our men take more interest than ever before, and have secured some 


excellent gifts from local sources and have others 


Hanover Public Library. have received the books and 
magazines, for which thank you. books are already the 
shelves and the magazines will placed there soon 


Treadwell Library, Boston. very glad have these 
numbers the Medical Journal. For fifteen years have 
been trying get the first four volumes. Out the numbers sent, 
there one complete 


University Georgia, College Medicine. beg 
acknowledge the receipt the package books you sent us. They 


will fill out some our broken files and thank you very much for 
them. hope sometime can 


University Michigan, General wish express 
our sincere thanks you for the forty-five numbers which you 
recently sent express, and for the volumes which came freight. 
Your courtesy sending this material greatly 


NEWS ITEMS. 


Boston Medical Library. meeting the Committee 
Library and Finance held November 16, 1914, was 

That the Directory for Nurses discontinued after December 31, 
1914. action was taken because the crowded condition the 
Library building, the rooms the Directory being needed for library 
purposes. Directory, the first public registry for nurses the 
United States, was established 1879, and has been continuous 
operation for thirty-five years. 

Under the will the late Mrs. Harlow, the Library 
receive $5000, the John Martyn Harlow Fund, the income 


which used for the purchase books. 


Treadwell Library, Mass. General has been the 
custom for several vears post bulletins current periodical litera- 
ture upon topics special interest this Hospital, interest 
because recent discovery. work was dropped about 
months ago, but was resumed January 1915, and will con- 
tinued. subjects present bulletined are:— 

Anesthesia. 

Industrial diseases. 
Pellagra. 

Splenectomy for anemia. 
Transfusion. 

Tropical diseases. 

These lists are placed permanent file when taken from the 
board, and may consulted any time. 


The University Georgia Augusta received from Dr. 
Young Barnwell, C., gift $25,000 for the improve- 
ment and development the library the College. 


